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Purpose of the PAACO Scholarship

The Pueblo African-American Concern Organization (PAACO) Scholarship is designed to encourage African American and minority 
students to attend accredited institutions of higher education and to assist them with staying in college.  The PAACO Board of 
Directors hopes that this scholarship program will assist in increasing the number of African-American and minority students who enter 
and complete college.

Scholarship Eligibility Requirements

1. Preference will be given to African-American applicants, however all students will be considered for the scholarship.
2. Preference will be given to applicants who have graduated from southern Colorado high schools or who have recently 

attended Colorado State University – Pueblo or Pueblo Community College.
3. Applicants must have a 2.5 high school or college grade point average (GPA).
4. Applicants must provide some indication/evidence of financial need, (copy of latest income tax return, W-2, city, county or 

state agency verification, or Federal Financial Aid application (FFS).)
5. Applicant must be a U.S. citizen.

Award Criteria

1. Recipients will be awarded $500 per semester for eight semesters (total of 4 years) provided they enroll in 12 or more 
credit hours at an accredited institution of higher education.  

2. This must be for a first time degree only.
3. Recipients who have received the PAACO scholarship and maintain a 2.5 GPA are required to reapply for the scholarship.

4. Recipients must provide PAACO with an “official” college transcript to verify the completion of the required credit 
hours and GPA.

5. Provide a release of information form to your college or university so that a PAACO representative can obtain required 
information for verification of enrollment at the beginning of the semester and also have the ability to access university 
records at the completion of each semester.  (A university/college form or a hand written and signed statement by the 
student.)

Scholarship Renewal Requirements

1. Applicant must maintain a 2.5 cumulative GPA each semester and submit updated “official” transcripts to PAACO at 
the end of each semester.

2. Must provide documentation of 20 hours of community service for each semester a scholarship is awarded.
3. Must submit a new PAACO scholarship application each school year for on-going financial support.



Requirements for a complete application package:

√Transcripts – An applicant who has never attended college must submit official high school transcripts to verify GPA 2.5).

• An applicant who has not completed more than 12 college credits must submit a copy of both their high school and 
college transcripts.

• An applicant who has completed 12 or more college credits must submit an “official” college transcript.  

√  Essay – Applicant must write a 250 word essay on the topic "Why I Deserve a PAACO Scholarship".

√ Personal Bio - Applicants must submit a one page biography which includes college goals and a description of community, 
school, or civic organizations involvement.

√Letters - Applicants must submit three (3) recent letters of recommendation from instructors, principals, counselors, employers 
or academic advisor.  Letters from relatives are not acceptable.

√Financial Aid Documentation - Applicants must include documentation of financial need which may include; copies of income tax 
forms, W-2, Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) or other city, county or state agency documentation.

√Application - A complete PAACO Scholarship Application.

√Recent photograph

All materials must be submitted to:  PAACO Scholarship Committee, 101 Fordham Circle, 
Pueblo, CO 81005 – Failure to submit all of the above required information will result in your 
application not being processed.

Helpful hints for filling out your PAACO Scholarship Application
1. Read all instructions
2. Make sure you answer all the questions asked in the application.
3. Consider making a photocopy of the application to use as a draft.
4. Think about what you want to say about why you want the scholarship and your future educational plans.
5. Consider writing several drafts of your essay.
6. Have someone objective proofread your essay for content and language usage.
7. Write neatly and legibly or use a computer.
8. Make certain to submit all materials by the stated deadline.
9. If you have questions, call or write to the Scholarship Committee for help.
10. If you move or change phone numbers, inform PAACO and your college immediately.



Pueblo African-American Concern Organization (PAACO)
A Pueblo, Colorado Non-Profit Organization

Scholarship Application

Please type or print in dark ink continuing PAACO recipient  Yes No

Name: ___________________________________________________________________________ Student ID #_____________________

Permanent Mailing Address: ______________________________________________________________________________________

City: _______________________________ State: ____________ Zip: ______________ E-mail__________________________________

Home Phone Number: ____________________________ Message/Work/Cell Number: ________________________________

High School Attended: ____________________________________________________________________________________________

High School Graduation date: ____________________________________________________________________________________

Ethnic Origin:    American Indian      Asian      Pacific Islander     Hispanic/Chicano/a  

   African American    White Non-Hispanic       Other:____________________________________

College attending or applying to: _________________________________________________________________________________

Major: _________________________________________________   Minor: 
___________________________________________________

Other colleges or universities attended: ___________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___

Anticipated date of Graduation: __________________________________

Have you ever received a PAACO Scholarship?   ___Yes ____No

If yes, what semesters/years did you receive the scholarship: ____________________________________________________

I certify that the above information is true and correct and that I will provide all information requested by PAACO.  I also 
give the PAACO Scholarship Committee representative permission to release, print or use my name and biographical 
information (excluding address and phone numbers) to the press and in any printed PAACO publications.  I also give the 
PAACO Scholarship Committee permission to access my college/university transcript and financial aid information for the 
purposes of this scholarship. 

Signature: __________________________________________________ Date: ______________________

Submit all materials to: 
PAACO Scholarship Committee

P.O. Box 11833
 Pueblo, CO 81001

For information call: 719-564-4919
E-mail to: ajack15546@aol.com

Deadline – March 31, 2010
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